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Backpacker's

Guide to
Teaching Engllsh

Book One

Pronunciation
By Judy Thompson

Circumstances create informal English instructors that the English as a
Second Language (ESL) industry calls Backpackers. Although the term was
originally coined for travelers, it can apply to volunteers, refugee hosts, any
people with no special teacher training who find themselves in a position to
assist non-native speakers improve their English but with no idea how to do
it. While coaching with no formal training sounds like a brazen, formidable
task, i isn't It's a snap. And having no special education for it is a blessing
in disguise.

— Judy Thompson
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The secret to teaching English effectively is being able to harvest what
is the same about English and any learner's first language. The secret to
comparing languages is understanding the simple framework of one
language in order to measure others against it. The lowest common
denominator between languages is sounds. |0 this book are the sounds of
General Amencan English (GA), a simple way to represent the pronunciation
of GA with the English Phonetic Alphabet (EFPA) and the tools to compare
these sounds to the sounds of any other language.

When | say English, | mean spoken English. |'ve never met a non-native
speaker, regardless of their fluency level, who didnt want to speak English
more accurately and conhdently. The global demand for English instruction
is 50 intense, travellers, volunteers, host families.. virtually any native
English or fluent English speaker may be pressed upon to help someone
with their English at some time. Casual teachers are often very effective.
which upsets formally trained teachers to no end. While the English as a
Second Language (ESL) industry has disdainfully dubbed informal teachers
Backpackers, its own track record for language education has consistently
been so poor, no traditional training in it turns out to be a bonus. This book
1s for budding teachers, regardless of their education, who need orwant
to make a profound difference in the speaking ability of learners.



Cracking the Code

The Code 15 a reference to English spelling. For reasons we'll touch on
soon, the alphabet (spelling) doesn't make any sense in English. Some

of you are breathing a sigh of relief that it has hnally been said out loud:
some of you are up In arms in knee-jerk defence of your mother tongue.
The rest of you are somewhere in between. For the second group, take

a deep breath! | am not attacking English: | am addressing it. Red, head
and said should not rhyme, but they do (dew, due). Few and sew should
rhyme, but they don't. Spelling i1s the code that gets cracked here, and it has
to be cracked before anyone can learn to speak English from reading it

If vou are a certified ESL or English teacher taking a peek behind the
curtain at thus uncomplicated system for teaching speaking. good for you,
but you had better put your big girl/boy pants on because we are going to
ride roughshod over what is currently wrong with language education for
a few paragraphs thenwe are done. (In fact. unless yvou have the hide of
a rhino, step away from the book)

The purposes of this text are threefold:

To establish beyond a shadow of a doubt that English writing
and English speaking are separate and distinct languages

To supply a functional phonetic alphabet (EPA) to represent
the 40 sounds of General American English (GA)

To provide tools for easily identifying differences between
GA sounds and those of any other language
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In my youth. | hiked and traveled extensively all over the world.

As a Canadian and native English speaker, wherever | went, people
would ask me if | would help them with their English. | wanted to
help but wasn't sure how. Mostly, | chatted with them to give them
practice and/or pointed out cne or two errors that leapt out at me
in conversation. | always felt badly | couldn't help them more,

Eventually. | put away my hiking boots, earned a degree. got married,
had children, and became an English as a Second Language (ESL)
teacher. Twice my career took me to Korea for three-month stints
where | taught post-graduate students, middle schoolboys and
English teachers. Time was of the essence in Korea. | spent a third
of my time there traveling and two months teaching. To serve my
students efhciently, | stopped trying to teach them everything I'd
learned about English and only taught them the parts of English
that were most critical for them to know. A whole new world of
effectiveness opened up when | asked myself, Can [ powerfully
affect my students’ relationship to English for the rest of their lives in
less than eight hours of class time? The answer was a resounding
Yes! but not by using any book or material that currently existed.

The Backpacker's Guide to Teaching English series was written
for travelers and others who find themselves in the same boat | was
many years ago, wanting to make a profound, positive difference in
a stranger’s ability to speak English in a very short time.
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Conversation Backstory

Communication is made of layers of elements from individual sounds and
sounds strung together as words, phrases and expressions, to gestures,
voice gualities, and most importantly context It's a lot of information.

So where do we start?

Context is everything, so let's begin with the context for language learning
in general, then English specihically.

There are three tenets that provide the context for this approach. You have
to totally accept all three or there is no point reading on.
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‘Humans are pattern-seeking, meaning-making machines’

Rita Baker — Brain Fower

Everything people learn is by hinding patterns that are always true. \We
don't wash dishes before we fill the sink. Hot water works better than cold.
Soap helps, Cleanest to dirtiest: glassware, cutlery, bowls, plates, pots and
pans.. Even if we aren't specifically taught a process like washing dishes
or speaking a frst language. humans are hard-wired to igure out quickly
what works and discard what doesn't. Here is the kicker as soon as we
become proficient at any task, we forget how we did it. Once humans
learn a behaviour, the 'how to' step slips below our level of awareness into
our subconscious, quietly running our dishwashing and conversation
programs for the rest of our days. We never have to think about how to
walk, wash dishes, tie shoes, drive a car, speak our first language... uniess
we go to teach them.
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The breakdown in traditional language education has been to ignore that
humans are pattern thinkers and teach onerous, meaningless. usually
inaccurate details about language instead. Having students memaorize
information then reproduce the data on tests is exactly why language
learning has historically been such a mind-numbing waste of time for learmers
and a juicy, big, fat. enduring cash-cow for publishers and institutions

Traditional education 1s bad news for learners but good news for Backpackers.
Your approach to helping others speak English hasn't been poisoned by
outdated teacher education. You are starting fresh with only pattern
information that can really help learners quickly. Lucky you!

1 LA T - LR - A L= s i L& - ey, (Y
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All languages make sense except English. FY|, languages are spoken before
they are written, and this part is true of English as well. Where English
went off the tracks was when it was initially written down. Normally, when
languages are written down, a system of symbols is contrived — one
symbol for each sound, so people can read the sounds to speak a language
by reading it and/or writing it down from how it sounds. Alphabets are
created to bridge speaking and writing. This is the part that didn't happen
with English.

Without going into too much detail (that you wouldn't remember anyway),
in 1476, William Caxton bought a printing press from a trade show and
started writing English down. In Caxton’s time, English had been spoken
for about 1,000 years, was largely a combination of German, Norse and
French, and used about 40 sounds. Caxton borrowed the 26 symbol Latin
alphabet (ABCs) without adding any extra symbols for the 14 unrepresented
sounds, It's his fault te, two and too rhyme with do, due and dew but not
go or no or know. He made a mess. English spelling has been random
from day one (won), and we have been copying one man's spelling
mistakes for over 500 years.

It gets worse. The education system completely steps over the fact

that English doesn't make sense and teaches as if it did! Sound it out
remember that? — the single most destructive phrase in Education history.
English 1s a non-phonetic language; letters don't make sense. You can't
speak English from reading it.
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No wun kan sawn dingli shawt.

If a native English speaker somehow hgures out how to read, that human
brain thing kicks in, and they forget how they did it We believe we learned
to read from something our teachers said or did, when in fact those of us
who did learn to read did it despite what our teachers said or did.

In English, it all goes back to the dysfunctional alphabet Because our first
language is acquired before we go to school, we don't study listening or
speaking in school; we study reading and writing exclusively. The alphabet,
spelling. printing, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, iterature, composition..
are all reading and writing skills. There is no bridge connecting the writing
zkills we learned in school to spoken English, none whatsoever. English
speaking and English writing are totally separate, remember? Very weird!
It does explain how students =it in English class for eons and never learn
to speak English. Until this book, neither native speakers nor ESL teachers
had any idea how conversation works,

Studying reading and writing skills in other languages makes perfect
sense. Nordic countries in particular have the highest adult literacy scores
in the world. Where language is logical, reading is no big deal Symbols
are a reflection of the language the learners already speak

I'm not sure if I'm flogging a dead horse here, but check out this Adult
Literacy chart put forth by the Conference Board of Canada.
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Adult Literacy Rate: Low-Level Skills March 2013
(percentage of population age 16 to 65)
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The Nordic countries are doing extremely well, with A and B grades. These
are countries where alphabets make sense. The best any English speaking
country achieved was Canada followed closely by Australia with Cs and
the rest with Ds. {(I'm sure we only published it because we did better than
America, and that is all we really care about.) It 15 not a coincidence that
no English-speaking country can excel in literacy because of the disconnect
between speaking and writing — no logical alphabet. The already bad
situation is compounded by how poorly it is addressed by the education
system as in, not at all. The entire mess is topped off with the cheap trick
of blaming the students when they don't get it.

Why all this matters to Backpackers is because people who are learning
English from you are coming from a place of logic. Other languages make
sense. This is the language software learners are bringing to the table, and
yvou have to start where they are. It is up to you as their coach to set them
straight about English and reassure them that you can sort out this crazy
language for them. Being straight about English not making sense is
validating for learners and lends credibility to you. Your students already
know English is crazy; your stock goes up as soon as you admit it.




hing English — Pronunciation

Okay, that is a little overstated, but any polyglot will tell you languages
are more the same than different. This is the good stuff. Traditionally, ESL
students have been staunchly discouraged from using their first language
We have been teaching ESL as if learners were mute, and the truth is
every student already uses most of the sounds they need for English.
The old approach is soul-crushing, ineffective and unprofessional It fosters
bored, unhappy students who achieve little. What we need to do instead
is determine which parts of the student's first language are the same as
in English and focus on teaching only the few parts that are different,

as in missing. You can start to see the efficiency of this method for teaching
and learning.

All major languages use about 40 sounds, and any two languages share
almost exactly the same set of sounds! In this book, we are getting the
zounds of English down. Then we will have a reference point and be able
to identify what is the same about English and any other language.

We only teach the tiny parts that are different.

Recap the Three Tenets:

1 Human brains learn by finding patterns that are always true and
promptly forgetting exactly how they learned a skill once they have
mastered it

2 ‘“Written English and spoken English are unconnected by a logical
alphabet, so you can't speak English from reading it

3 Any two languages share almost the same sets of sounds and are
fundamentally more the same than different. The best way to learn
a new language is by identifying the parts that are similar, then teaching
only the bits that aren't.
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The Context for
Learning to Speak English

They always have been. A short foray into the History of English 15 well
worth the time for you and your students. Don't nod off just because you
read the word fustory. This is actually pretty interesting for everyone, and
extremely validating for learners (something they are not used to in English
class, so it is a positive start to your relationshipl. | can't count the number
of ESL classes ['ve taught over the years, and | started every one with the
History of English, which | ike to call How English Came to be so Messed Up.

The history of Spoken English is the red line at the top. The vertical
rectangle in the middle is the part that concerns your students. This was
the moment when Caxton wrote English down using the wrong alphabet
and ruined English for everyone. Instead of taking the 26-symbol Latin
or Roman alphabet or ABCs (whatever you want to call it) and adding 14
symbols to represent the shortfall, he winged it. He just winged spelling.
Sometimes he used the spelling from the original language, but mostly
he made it up. Written English as depicted by the black line at the
bottom started in 1476.
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L earners need to know that English letters never represented English
sounds. "English has a non-phonetic alphabet” is the fancy way of saying
there isn't enough information in written English to speak it. If English

is your first language, you might be feeling a little affronted right now,
but non-native English speakers are starting to feel great.

To add insult to injury, the Western (Western is very kind, it was British)
education system only taught reading and wnting because listening and
speaking were In place before native speakers went to school Every other
English-speaking colony or nation copied them, (Copying without updating
— how Caxtonian; it's the lazy educator’s shortcoming.) When native speakers
started teaching ESL or English as they liked to call it. all they really taught
was reading and writing because it was all they knew. Everything your
students ever learned in school was about reading and writing and had
nothing whatsoever to do with speaking. This is why learners have had so
much trouble learning to speak English confidently no one ever taught
them how. There isn't an ESL teacher in a hundred thousand who even
knows how,
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| strongly suggest your first lesson include that History of English chart
or scratching a long horizontal imeline on a piece of paper, the board
or a stretch of sand and marking it with a few key events in English
Language history:

German-speaking Angles, Saxons and Jutes conquer the
British Isles, thenceforth known as Angleland

Marse arnve. hight. no winner and the cultures combine creating
a new language known as Old English. It was the beginning
of two or more unrelated words that mean exactly the same
thing: anger/wrath, skin/hide, sick/ill.. F¥l, the Norse also
qifted us with the silly s’ in the third person singular of the
simple present: He eats.

William the Conqueror conquered and French was added
to the mix. Among other things, the resulting Middle English
sUpplied even more words for exactly the same thing (Other
languages don't do this))

So far, English is only a spoken language and well on its way to
becoming the biggest language ever,

Doomsday. “Willam Caxton wrote English down and made
the mess known as Modern English. Printing houses popped
up and every printer spelled words differently. adding and
subtracting letters at random to justify their margins.
Willlam Caxton singlehandedly split English into speaking
and writing.

Society decided to standardize spelling and put all of Caxton's
spelling mistakes in a big. fat book called the Dictionary, or
as | like to call it, the Big Book of Mistakes (EBM).

The rest doesn't matter, but it is interesting that in 1684, |saac Newton
and his physics cronies realized they all spoke English. Forthwith, English
became the language of science and education, replacing Latin,

Bill Gates launched Microsoft and the impact on English was
immeasurable. The language of technology, Global or
International English dawned.
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Is this a pattern or a heck of a coincidence? Three different Williams
ushered in each new era of English: 1066, William the Congueror. Middle
English; 1476, William Caxton, Modern English; and 1682, William Gates,
International English. Coincidence? You don't need to share this with students,
but | promised it was going to be interesting.

interesting is not the reason you will share all or more likely parts of this
chart with yvour students. You share it to provide context. It authenticates
what learners have already studied and explains that English is seriously
flawed and there is nothing wrong with them. They can see they have anly
studied reading and writing, and this is why they can't speak . You'll teach
them to speak. Mo pressure.

Just as importantly, the History of English lesson gives your students a
chance to listen to you speak with the added support of a simple visual.
Advanced students need to hear you talk for 15 or 20 minutes when you
first meet them to get an ear for how you sound. Intermediate students
may need an hour or two, and beginners maybe a day or two. You could
talk about cats for all | care, but the History of English is the best topic for
all the reasons mentioned above. Using the timelineg and the story of English
as your introduction makes their learning space a safe, exciting place.

It also establishes you as an expert and provides context for everything
they have learned and everything they will learn.

Very soon, you'll be taking them to a galaxy far, far away. They need to
believe in you and trust you. Share with them the History of English
and they will.

Mow that you have generated a good relationship with vour students, my
second strong suggestion Is to ask them why they want to speak English?
Their answers will shock you. Anything from | want to go to school get

a fob. some cute guy. speak at an international conference.., to the heart
breaking ! want to talk to my grandchildren, who are growing up in America
and they only speak English. Now, can you imagine starting an English class
without finding out why the students are learning English? Visit any English
class in the world in my experience. this is not a common practice. The
leamers needs provide the context for the course you are about to
customize for them.
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Sounds are the most basic units of oral communication, the building blocks,

The sound systems for the world's main languages have only two types

of sounds: Consonant sounds where the air-flow out of the mouth is
stnppe-r.:l or mr.tnt:ted (go ahead try a few /b/, /g/, /m/, /Sh/.. sea?),
and Vowel sounds where the air flow is unrestricted (/& /', 7By, /7

Iy, ,-fﬁ s L) See? All these years you have spoken/used/stud-
ied English and had no idea what made a consonant a consonant. | didn't
know either until | was 40 and already a teacher. (My guru, Kathryn
Erillinger, taught me.)

There are 24 consonant sounds and 16 vowel sounds in General American
(GA) English. Don't be disheartened if you are British or Australian or South
African.. the patterns of English are the same in every version of English,
which 1s why native English speakers from everywhere can understand
one another (with a little exposure) even though there are a few variations
in the sounds, words and expressions. These aren't problems.
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If you have been paying attention, and | think you have, you now know the
ABC alphabet works for reading and writing but not speaking. We need
an alphabet for speaking so we can see what English sounds like. If yvou
are thinking, What about IPA (international Phonetic Alphabel}? I'm going
to hunt you down and slap you. Here is my comment about IPA.

Do you know what this is?

A
v i "
14 5

gt i

It's a phone. It was invented in the 1800s, about the same time as IPA. The
biggest difference between the telephone depicted here and IPA is that
the ancient phone was at one time useful for English speakers. |PA never
was. |PA was created for learning many languages. It's a cool idea, but
unfortunately our only goal is English, and English is one language it
doesn't work for. Rooted in French and Spanish, IPA's familiar letters do not
represent English sounds llong e is Ay or /17, yis A/, s /dz/ this /&/
or /o7 and so on..), ineffectively replacing one nonsense set of symbols
with another. Ridiculous! As a translation step away from the target
language, IPA was never useful for learning English. Not much tips a
learner off that a teacher has no idea what they are doing than if they

trot out IPA, unless its uttering Sound it oul. IPA Is off the table as it is

not a functional phonetic alphabet for English. It never was.
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Most students are unfamiliar with any phonetic alphabet — bonus.

Their first exposure will be with a useful one. However, if your students

are Chinese, they already know IPA and are quite attached to it even
though it hasn't done them a particle of good. Be respectful of all learners.
Included in your toolbox is a phonetic alphabet chart with both EPA and
IPA. Present the alphabets together if yvou like, and then let the student
choose EPA in their own time. Since conversation is words following one
after the other and IPA doesn't accommodate connected speech,
Chinese speakers usually choose EPA the moment they have to speak.




The best phonetic alphabet for English is the simplest, was created
specifcally for English, and uses only standard keyboard symbols. The
English Phonetic Alphabet (EPA) also provides for consecutive words, Pretty
much all conversation is words strung together, so it is super handy to
hnally have a phonetic system that visually represents exactly how
native speakers talk to one another. No other phonetic alphabet

does this.

50 you have to learn a new alphabet Don't worry, it won't take you long
because it's logical and uses ABCs almost exclusively

Written English = ABC, Spoken English = EPA.
Separate languages, two alphabets.

Sound Notation: The slash brackets mean /makes the sound/

et ||
I':r.._;,.ll =
J 14

This is a dog. (\

—I_'--

It makes the sound /woof/.

This is a b. It makes the sound /b/. Got it?
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-1 a
YL LA kRS

You know there are 24 consonant sounds in GA English. 18 of them are
represented exactly as one expects them to be. Let's harvest these
from ABCs:

Shosdat g R s kEmn o nsh e Ly, 2

b /b’ boy d sd/ dog

f fA five
g 79/ goat h /h/ house )y AF Ay
k Ak/ king L /Y lemon m Jm/ money
n /n/ number p ps  people r /r/ red
s /s summer t At/ bme v A vest
w ASw/  woman y v/ yellow z Jsz/ zebra

If yvou are doing the math, that leaves only 6 consonant sounds that you
need to leam the symbols for. These common sounds are written down
simply and logically — you've got this.

chis /ch/ as in chair
shis /sh/ as in shoe
th has two sounds - /TS as in thin and /Th/ as in then

ng is /Mg a common enough sound in words like inger and sing (and
hidden in nk words like pink /pirgk/ and think /THinNgk /). No words

begin with /rg/ In English.

Zh is /zh/ as in genre. (Genre means category). English got it from French
and there is no letter for /zn/. | had to pick genre as its representative word
because genre is the only English word that begins with /zh/ but /zh/

is frequently found in the middle and end of words like pleasure, usual,
garage and azure.
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The consonant {stopped) sounds of English: 18 familiar - /b/, /d/, /17,
e TR P TR R PO P P o TR TR A T T T LT i
and 6 new - /ch/, /sh/. /Td/, /Th/, /Ngs, 72h/

That's it, you are done learning the phonetic symbols for English
consonant sounds, Good job!

Please Note:

* Theareis noc, qor x in the phonetic alphabet because the sounds they
make are all covered by other symbols. For example, c in city is /<7, in
country is /k/, in cello is /ch/, In ocean is /sh/, in muscle it's silent; g
Is always Aw; and x 15 either /ks/ as in expect. /gz/ as in exam and
occasionally /27 as in Xena, the warnor princess,

* Capital letters indicate two symbols represent one sound.
it's important.

o ‘When a letter is silent, the symbolis &
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On a separate piece of paper, write the EPA symbol / / for each of the
underlined letters below: Example phone 71/

Basic:
1 nine & 6 face F A 4
2 cup FA 7 nation "
3 home F A 8 nose 'l
4 think F A 4 9 orange " Gl
5 neck VA 4 10 school "L
Advanced:
1 social £ S 6 listen A
2 Asia A 4 7 language / /
3 pretty ! 7 8  soldier YA
4 asked F o 9 island * A
5 explain £ F 10 onion "

FYl: There are more consonant sound exercises in English is Crazy,
Students are Not and the English Phonetic Alphabet Workbook,
both available from Amazon.

Answer Key: Consonant Sounds
Basicc1/n/ 2/k/,3 /0, 4/ T/ 5 /k/, 655/, 7/9n, 8/2/,9//,10 /k/

Advanced. 1 /sh/,. 2 /zh/,. 3 /d/. 4 W/ . 5 /ks/ . 6 7B/, 7 /w/. 8 /i,
g B/, 10 Ay
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Vowel Sounds

There are props for this part. Vowel sounds stretch. Find a rubber/elastic
band, hook it between your thumbs and pull your hands apart as you say
the vowel sound /oy as in gray. Stretch it out /2aaayyyy/. Be prepared to
demonstrate this to your students and provide them with their own rubber
bands. Unrestricted sounds are vowel sounds, and there are 16 of them in
GA English. The second tool in your toolbox is a class set of large, floppy
elastic bands.

I've never had a student who didn't feel a little bit sick at this moment.
They understood that there were 5 vowels in English a, &, 1, 0, u. Now we're
telling them there are 167 Yup, there are 16 vowel sounds. And there is
virtually no connection between the letters a. .1, 0, u and the 16 sounds.
Any vowel or combination of vowels can represent any vowel sound at
any time, I'll show you what | mean, and you will feel a bit sick too if you
don't already.

Take long a and short i for example. There are more than a few ways to
spell the long a sound /2y as in gray, name, train, great, eight, they..
It's the same for the short i sound 71/ as in pink, sit. busy, pretty. women,
build, myth...

English spelling doesn't make sense, and vowels are worse than
consonants. Don't lose heart; the solution is surprisingly simple.

To add insult to injury, all the rules you were
taught in school about vowels are untrue.
Shoot. | had intended not to trash traditional
education anymore, but apparently | can't
help myself. Other precepts you are familiar
with are i before e except after c and when
two vowels go a walking, the first one does
the talking more absolute bunk! None of
this stuff is true.

It's not only confusing as heck for learners who are confronted daily with
words like science, weird, eight, foreign, neighbor, beige, weight, sleigh,
said, build, heart, guess, piece, field, enough.. It's not only the words that
confuse learners, it's their teacher's tolal disregard for the information
staring them in the face. When a rule has thousands of exceptions, it isn't
a rule! A rule is a rule when there are no exceptions. Another name for

a rule with no exceptions is a pattern. Patterns are the goal.
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EPA Color Vowels
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Oh, happy day! Coincidently, the 16 vowel sounds in English are central to
the names of 16 ardinary colors. Colors provide the bridge to pronunciation
that letters don't. Color words are a very simple, very effective way to elicit
accurate pronunciation every time.

Even better. the names of colors are one of the first things a student learns
in a new language. | took German in high school for three years because
there was a cute boy in the class. We broke up 35 years ago and | haven't
spoken German since, but | still remermber that Schwarz is black, Rot is
red, Weiss is white... Introducing the patterns of speaking with the very first
topic students learn gives every learner access to perfect pronunciation
from day one. No other English speaking method does this.

The Thompson Vowel Chart for
Vowel Sounds
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The Thompson Vowel Chart holds the key to five of the six patterns of
conversation: sounds, word stress, sentence stress, inking (connected
speech), even expressions. But I'm getting ahead of myself. It sufices
to say, learners should not leave home without this piece of paper. With
this chart, a rubber band, a sharp stick and a flat stretch of dirt you will
soon be able to teach people to speak English

Up at the top. the word Gray holds the vowel sound long a /ay/. Say it out
loud. Can you hear the /ay/ sound in Gray? Any word with the main vowel
sound /Ay Is consideread a Gray word. Can you hear the /ay/ sound in
rain, name, great, eight, nation, trade, weight, creation, face, date. maid?
Did you say them out loud? Do it over.

Regardless of spelling, these words are all Gray words because their main
vowel sound is /ay/,

L ong vowels are long because they contain two sounds.
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THOMPSON VOWEL CHART
color ward cokor EPL dowhle erample
gray & 9 Jay/  moinyday
biock @ /of  vockeo
green @ /ey/  greentwe
red - fef red haad
white Nyl  white knight
pnk @ N prking
goid C D Jow/ oid goat
olive - fof hot coffee
bive P fuw/ blueshoe
mustard @ /fu/ honeymusiard
wood @ 9 /4  goodwood

turquolse @ foy/ noisy toy
brown - faw/ Exown Cow
pupe @@ /o/ pupeg

charcool @; /s  covehorcon
orangs - fouf  owonge door

Mext, short a /a7 Is the vowel sound in the word black. Any word with the
main vowel sound /a/ 15 a Black word. Say them out loud. Can you hear
the 72/ sound in cat. half. staff, laugh. plaid, fast, react sad? These are all
black words because their main vowel sound is /a/

Recap:

Rain, made, maid, rein and reign are Gray. Had, cat, half, staff and
laugh are Black because of their sound, not their spelling. The
colour vowel connection is a system for accessing pronunciation
in spite of crazy spelling. Most of you can already see how the
system works, but we'll do a few more to seal the deal

Long e 7ty is the vowel sound in green. Can you hear /£y / in
tree, me, seat. people, piece, these, receipt, ski? These are all
Green words because the main vowel sound is /Ly,

Short e 72/ is the vowel sound in red. Can you hear /e/ in bed,
head. said, friend, guest? These are all Red words because the
main vowel sound is /e
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As for the rest of the vowel sounds..

Longi /Iy is in white: five, my, pie. height. buy, bye, by, |, eye,
aye, isle. ['ll, aisle  White words

Shorti 71/ i= in pink: is, it, in, sister, build, pretty, busy, women,
English, history  Pink words

Long o /ow/ is in gold: nose, toast, toe, those, know, beau, sew,
though. ghost  Gold words

Short o /o is in olive (dirty green). hot, coffee, father, caught,
broad, cough, awe, law  Olive words

Long u 7w/ is in blue: to, two, too, new. you, through. beautiful,
glue, shoe, school, fuel Blue words

Short u /U is in mustard (dirty yellow): bus, from, was. the, flood,
does, because, mother  Mustard words

A7 Wood: put, could, look, woman  Wood
Sy Turquoise: boy, noise, loyal, lawyer  Turquoise

Jawe/ Brown: now, town, vowel, sound  Brown

R Vowels:
JEr/ Purple: her, first, nurse, word, were, heard, thirty  Purple
Jar/ Charcoal (dark gray): car, park, heart, are, R. market Charcoal

Jor/ Orange: door, four, more, war, coarse  Orange

This is the system. Color names classify all the English vowel sounds and
provide a link to pronunciation in spite of crazy spelling. Students learn
the color of each word when they learn vocabulary. It's a small price to pay
for the speaking confidence and freedom this system provides.

How Do You 5ay? is a dictionary for Expressions, Pronunciation
and Spelling. It's based on the Thompson Vowel Chart and the
first English dictionary that categorizes vocabulary by sound, not
spelling. It's really cool Available on Amazon.
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* The first 10 vowel sounds: Long and short a are Gray /»y/ and Black
/a/ long and short e are Green /£y and Red /2 long and short i
are White /Iy and Pink /1/; long and short o are Gold /2w, and Olive
/07 long and short u are Blue /Uw./ and Mustard /17 just to help
yvou keep track.

Did you notice long vowels have two symbols in them? That's what makes
them long.

Did you notice it is either a w or a y that makes long vowels long?
Remember this because these are really going to shine in connected
speech (talking) in Book Two on Conversation.

* The next 3 vowel sounds are Wood "/, Turquoise /Oy and Brown
Ao/ | call them orphans because they don't belong to any other group.

* R is astiff sound that profoundly affects the vowel sound next to it In
three cases. R causes new sounds known as R Vowels: Purple 7cr/,
Charcoal idark gray) /ar/ and Orange /o1

* Words that end in vowel sounds, end in long vowel sounds not
short ones.

S ™ i T
- DR

On a separate piece of paper, write the EPA symbol / / for each of the
underlined letters below: Example: name /ay/

Basic
i no £ [+ town
2 road # 7  father !
3 hat F i 8 noise
4 laugh F A g  first /!
5 door F AT 4 10 great e
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Advanced
1 said Lr 6 women rr
2 build 7/ 7 peace /7
3 pie F 8 juice /7
4 could f S g9 heart i
5 mother 4 10 of 4

Answer Key: Vowel Sounds

Basic: 1 /ow/ gold, 2 /ow/ gold, 3 /a/ black, 4 7a/ black, 5 /or/ orange,
& /aw/ brown, 7 o/ olive, B /oy turquoise, g /Er/ purple, 10 /ay/ gray

Advanced: 1 /e/ red. 2 /17 pink, 3 /ly/ white, 4 /*/ wood. 5 /u/ mustard,
6 /17 pink, 7 /Ey/ green, 8 /uw/ blue, g /ar/ charcoal, 10 /U mustard

Viewel Chart Striidant Evad
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The Thompson Vowel Chart 1s the most important piece of paper learners
will ever receive, but what if you don't have access to a photocopier?

Or the photo copier you do have access to prints only black and white?
Mo problem. Have them make their own in an assembly line. The Blank
Thompson Vowel Chart template is included in your tool kit.

THOMPSON VOWEL CHART
SR Al A Lk Sl pe
giay fay polinny Sy
Black faf ok ool
oreen Fexf Foon g . H
red fef resci 0]
white r wihits vl
g COLORED
v ol axsgon PENCILS
il faf Facaf el
Clug S/ bl shoe
miusfang Mol ey rostond
Wi it e e
furquoise fom masiEy hoy
Bnowny Fasef ety O
purphe Fexf e o
charcool fagf o chorcool
arangs Jitw, O .
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Actually, black and white photocopies of the blank Thompson Vowel Chart
are really, really handy. If you are tutoring one or two students, have them
color their own. If you have a class, then give the first student the stack of
blank copies and a gray colored pencil The first student will color the gray
rectangle on each page and, Henry Ford style. as they hnish each page.
hand it to the next student who will color in the black rectangle: the next
student, green; the next, red.. untilit's done.

It's a fantastic exercise because the students get to contribute and, even
better, spend fifteen minutes or so just being with the paper. It's visual. it's
kinetic, it's not too difhicult, it's important... You know what? Even if you have
access to a color photocopier, don't print the ERA Color Viowel chart out in
ceolor to hand out to students. They will miss cut on a lot by not being part of
the process of creating the chart (When I'm tutoring business executives,

| hand them a photocopy of the chart. Everyone else, even foreign-trained
professionals, they color their own charts))

1 L P 11 = "
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If you are feeling overwhelmed with the 16 vowel sounds. don't be. All
vowel sounds are not equally dificult. Languages usually have the long
vowels but are missing the short ones.

The Four Most Difficult Vowels

Short o - Olive, short u - . short i - Pink and the R vowel Purple
are the most dificult sounds for non-native speakers from almost every
language background. Short a - Black 1= the next hardest, and maybe
short e - Red, but these are the worst of it

Hot Tip: | use Hop on Pop by Dr. Seuss to reinforce vowel sounds in
authentic material. Each page focuses on a different vowel sound.
Put a copy in your tool box.

If any instructor or student balks at using a children's book because they
fear it may belittle the learner or the lesson. I'm going to tell you a little
story. A brillant 45-year-old man of Chinese descent was both a lawyer
and an engineer. He was employed as an engineer in Canada, but his
speaking was so dificult to understand, | was hired to make him intelligible.
| was given three months, one hour a weelk, to do it or his contract would
be terminated.
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Chinese speakers often have dificulty with some specific sounds, for
example /17 and /17, and often consonant sounds at the ends of words
are not pronounced at all If | were asked, How many for dinner?, | might
respond, Six for dinner. But my engineer/lawyer friend would respond, S fo
dinna. His accent was fossilized; he had spoken this way for a long. long time.

| gave him a copy of Hop on Pop (Ho o Pol for his very own after I'd underlined
the final consonants and dog-eared the pages with his specific sound
challenges. He looked at the book and said. This book is too juvenile for
me. indicating the high level of his English.

| responded, Yes, itis juvenile. When you can read it, I'll give you another book:,

It took him two weeks to be able to read Hop on Pop aloud perfectly, after
which he said, This author is fantastic! Did he write anything else? He kept
his job.

Bear in mind, your students have never studied anything useful about
speaking. They are all beginners. Just because a student is advanced. you
can't pull out law articles or metallurgy handbooks to start teaching them
to speak. Even advanced students went off the tracks on day one. and
the very beginning is where all learners have to start. The only difference
between the program for advanced students and the program for beginner
students is the amount of time they spend in each phase. Advanced
students can grasp this material as quickly as a native speaker putting

it into practice takes a little longer

_|'\- =
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What the Thompson Vowel chart supplies is a blueprint, and it's
portable. Learners can take it with them wherever they go. and they can
capture the correct pronunciation of words they encounter without a
teacher. They are mobile and empowered. Capability and independence
— 1sn't this what education is really about?

Sneak Preview: In the next part, I'll show you an easy way to determine
which sounds consonants and vowels are different between English and
any learner's first language. This is another way of saying that you can
customize a list of English sounds your learner needs to concentrate on.
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Footnote: Color Options

/14 5ome accents don't pronounce a short i in pink, and it sounds
like a green word /peEyngk/. If there is no /i/ in pink the way you
pronounce it, then choose another color word like indigo or silver
to house 71/ in your lessons.

Aoy You may choose oyster (grayish brownish) as a better color word
for /oy as /oy is not the main vowel sound in the word Turquoise, it
Just makes a prettier chart! Using turquoise for /oy doesn't confuse
students, so | stick with it. You do what you like.

RP is British English (Received Pronunciation). RF has more than

16 vowel sounds, For example, Dawn and Don sound the same in GA
but not in RP. Modify your chart to include /au/ Auburn (redbrown) if

it reflects your accent more accurately. Something different happens
with the R vowels in RP, too. | add Clear /tyr/ and Pear #ayrs for British
English (RP). but you get the idea. The name of a color has to house
the vowel sound to create a key that helps learners remember how

to pronounce words regardless of spelling.

Recap

Understand and unequivocally accept that English writing and English
speaking are different languages.

EPA is a set of keyboard symbols that logically represents English
sounds so learmers can see what English sounds like,
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On a separate piece of paper, transcribe the following words from spoken
English to written English. Check your answers at the end of the chapter

Basic

1 Sdayt/ 6 Stowz/
2 / pingk/ 7 /nEYS
3 L lyv/ 8 Sskuwl/
4 Sayt/ 9 liz/
5 Awun/ 10 /shuger/

Advanced
1 4 o T 6 /skwayer/
2 /bErd/ 7 Sunyun/
3 Skweyn/ 8 /bowts/
4 Suv/ 9 /sidEy/
5 fges/ 10 /wuns/

Answer Key: Transcriptions

Basic: 1 date, 2 pink. 3 five, 4 eight/ate, 5 one/won, 6 toes/tows. 7 knee,
8 school. 915, 10 sugar

Advanced: 1 foot, 2 bird, 3 queen, 4 of, § guess, 6 sgquare, 7 onion, 8 boat,
g city, 10 once
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Worth the Price of Admission
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Venn Diagrams are a super handy tool for comparing languages.

Do you know anything about Venn Diagrams? They compare sets and show
where those sets intersect. Because you are learning how to compare
languages, Venns are about to become your new best friend. We'll start
with a simple practice Venn to be sure we are all on the same page

e

e

VENN DIAGRAM
Apples

orange
fruit
seeds inside thick

on trees

Oranges

inedible skin
{

warm
* climates
B

juicy
grow

Some things that are different about apples and oranges are colors, skin
qualities, and where they grow, evidenced by the blue space on the left
and the pink space on the right no contact. Some things that are the

same about apples and oranges are that they are both juicy fruits with
seeds inside that grow on trees. This information is in the purple section
in the middle shared qualities. Got it? If vou don't, do some research on

the internet because this is key.
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Just for fun, here is a comparison of the units of written and spoken English.
The complete circle on the left contains the 26 letters of the alphabet
were you to add them up, The complete circle on the right contains the 40
sounds in GA English. Consonants above the center line and vowels below.

Vennglish

— THE DIFFFERENCE BETWEEMN WRITTEMN AND SPOKEN EMGLISH —

2 e Listening/Speaking
HEEI-E"I'IQ:"WI'HII'I-Q Eraglish I"IEH-:II:IL' Alphabot

Larisn Alphabeet s )
G Lettars " ch 40 Sounds
- sh
. th _
Consonants b d K 7h Consonants
3| c X A
q fgh g ,
|I Langg ZShort HYowels
i ﬂ}' d Er |
" aeiou Ey e Ar ]
oy ly | or Vowels
3 ow o 16
Uw u

omphans A Oy Aw

i [E R
O = - ik PEON o
[ wassmtin - b rottm it b TL Lﬂu L.ﬂ;“tq

Venmglish shoses how the Larin afphabet (= hopelessly madeguare for represeniicg e sounds of English.

The 18 symbols in the purple section in the middle are the ones we talked
about, the 18 consonants that make the sound one expects them to make.
Thase 18 symbols are the place where the written English alphabet (EFPA)
and the spoken English (ABC) alphabet intersect.

MNotice:
* ¢ gand xin the upper left section are used in writing, not speaking

* 3 el 0 uinthe lower left section are meaningless in speaking.
their connection to sounds Is too loose to be of any service

* in the pink upper right section are the 6 new symbols for the
unrepresented consonants

o in the pink lower right are the phonetic symbols for the 16 vowel
sounds in English 10 of the long and shorts, 3 orphans and 3 R vowels.

2' X 3 classroom poster PDFs are available of the charts in this
book from thompsonlanguagecentercom
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The Rubber Hits the Road

The Assessment

How can EPA and Venn Diagrams be used to determine the sound
differences between English and the language yvour student/students
are speaking? Easy! | made this assessment tool for you. The 40 sounds
of GA English that we just studied start out in the purple section in the
middle of the Venn. The assessment is a joint activity between you (the
English expert) and your student, the expert in some other language.

English
! .--__-
Consonants el g CiMnS TS
24 thd ¢ fkd A i g
/ e T R T e
lI' rchy ishy i/ Thy szhy g
1 FAYY rad By fer Ry O
Vowels Aol e P A POy FAWY Viowels
la
{Er: FAxS forf
| =
| Dm'l.: “:-:: Any fero dangwages
| E'“ s PR e mowe dhe samee thon different. TLC Tﬂnﬁm l-—-

Together you start at the top with /b/. Say the sound out loud and have
yvour student declare either "Yes, /b/ is a sound in my language.” in
which case leave it where it is

or

‘Mo, that sound is not in my language,” in which case you take the sound
out of the purple section and move it to the left into the pink section
of English Consonants
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Mext, /d/ say the sound out loud and have your student declare either
Yes, Ad/ 15 Inmy language.” in which case leave it where it is
or

"Moo, that sound is not in my language,” in which case you take the sound
out of the purple section and move it to the left into the pink section of
English Consonants

Follow this process with every English sound in the purple section. The
goalis to isolate all the sounds in English that are not in the learner's first
language in the pink crescent on the left. You will end up with a diagram
that looks something like this:

English/Spanish Venn

Draw Me a Picture
—VENMN LANGUAGE SERIES —

English Spanish

h bch
Lansonants - Conssnanis
24 #h dfgjk 2
/ Imnngpr
ll' v sshtTHthyzw
| ay 1

ae Ego U

e e —w—

E-.-::. .:“ Any b hemgisnges o
e T | are more Ehe same thar different. TLC Imﬁc"w;él—.
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Cr this English/French Venn

Draw Me a Picture
— VENN LANGUAGE SERIES —
nelish _ French
_ b bch
LOnsaminis L omsimmnts
th Imnng ps '
: |' sh t v wyzzh -
_ AY a-Ev & ' /
! B g
"-:':J'.h:l‘. Aw = ke f Vawcls
;._‘l E!‘ f:]
AF or ™ -
o -'_-_"":__‘;hq__,.,—' -
o [Py T —
'.:."- Bl IFE TR .1 E_E-'"?:L\J"-?FJTJ'J.'-F'TF TLE::L%EH‘--
Or this English./Arabic Venn
Draw Me a Picture
—VENN LANGUAGE SERIES —
English - - Arabic
c bdf
onsanls . 2iLE
o g h j R LMET" 15
Ng
mnprsty
I.'
................ N | i R R
l'n ly oy Ay @ i Ar
Vaowels I A AW Ey e i Vowels
16 Er D o Uw Dr 3
g" PYEP—— SRR
(YT . ﬂ_'a' ny IJIF_'I.I'I'.IHI.'.\. e
EH_‘-_": ________ J_ are musre the smme thin oifforeni. TL‘CM.:‘L
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Or this English/Mandarin Chinese Venn

Draw Me a Picture
— VYENN LANGUAGE SERIES —

English Mandarin Chinese

P-b e pl

Consonants h Consonants
v t-d isonn
4 16
Z k-g enny
TH f I m n r
| Th . 5 Y W Ng
| Zh } PeBowed by JEN/
............... |- R o e e s
1
\ oy & Tomes
Il"-. & - kigh
Er & - mudviting
viowels Ar ‘ovwvels P E——
15 15+ untixikInG
= & - kigh
or ; 5 Tones g
] H= T
[Oraiasa |
::I.I::.I..__._.,. | Ayt langadges ane more the same than difforent. TL(:"m:gL

" Bpanish, French, Arabic and Mandarin sound information taken from online IFA sites

What yvou are starting to notice is that most of the sounds remain in the
purple center. Yeah! These are the sounds you don't have to teach. They
are common to both English and the learner's first language. How
encouraging for students to see all the work they don't have to do! The
blue moon on the nght is the space for the sounds in the first language
that we don't need to worry about because we aren't leaming that language:
we only care about English in this course. If you want, you could fillin
those spaces, but I'm not sure why, unless it helps you understand the
big picture better,

English/Spanish Venn Full Comparison

One by one, go through the entire set of English sounds in the purple
section. Sounds common to both languages stay where they are. Sounds
that exist in English but not in the learner’s first language go to the pink
crescent on the left, creating the family of individual sounds the learner
has to study. Sounds that exist in the first language but aren't found in the
purple center go to the right. Once in a blue moon (| just wanted to say
that), the learner can see the extra sounds in their own language. not in
English, that they don't have to think about at all
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English/Spanish Venn

Draw Me a Picture
— VENN LANGUAGE SERIES —

English Spanish

h
Lonsonants
24 Th

b ch
dfgijk
|l m nng pr

Lansoaanis
]

| ¥ sshtTHthyzw

LAy Ly

\ o

Vowels Viowels
16 AW A 3
oy Er

I
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In the English/Spanish WYenn, you can see that Spanish has a few extra
consonant sounds that are not used in English, and you can also see
Spanish has no extra vowel sounds. As mentioned, the pink wedge on
the left is the fascinating part. You can see in the top left that a Spanish
student needs to work on a few extra consonant sounds, but by far the
biggest area of focus for Spanish students is the bottom left wedge
English vowel sounds.

| wouldn't try to teach Spanish speakers from the sample chart in this
book because the information came from the IPA website and you already
know what a dystuncltional resource that is. Do the work. It takes 15 minutes
Create the chart for your student, with your student. Because of their
accent and yours.. it will look slightly different from the chart | made.
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The main reason for creating a sound chart one-to-one with your student
has nothing to do academically with their learning. Truth be told, individual
sounds are not really important in English conversation imore on this in
Book Twol. What you get out of the exercise is, first and foremost, credibility
Any learner is going to take a flyer on lessons from a native English speaker,
save some money and hope beyond hope that the random traveler can
make a difference for them. Imagine their shock and joy when in the first
lesson with you makes more of a difference than any program they have
suffered through so far?

When you take ten or ifteen minutes and show that you can customize
an English program for their specific accent, their world shifts; you gain
standing, a working knowledge of their personal strengths and weaknesses,
and trust. These are the invaluable hidden bonuses of creating a Venn
with your students,

To create a customized English Venn for any language., visit the [PA site for
that language and do the comparison yourself. Did we finally ind a use

for IPA?! No. not really. You don't have to use the crazy symbols; you can
check the keywords instead. Close though we almost found a use for it.
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It's & new day in English education. This revolutionary way to teach English
considers the sounds and language skills each learner has and captures
what is the same between English and their first language. The previously
insurmountable problem with English was the disparity between its writ-
ten and spoken forms. They are unbridged by a logical alphabet English
learners had no way to see how English was pronounced. The problem
found a simple solution in EPA, the English Phonetic Alphabet,

a phonetic alphabet for speaking.

Traditional English Pronunciation classes are being phased out leaving
the door wide open for Backpackers with special specihc training to help
people in simpler more effective ways. Today. we know what went wrong
with English, how to manage it for our students, as well as how to harness
the similarities between first language and English in order to facilitate
English language learning. As the international lingua franca (common
language). nearly two billion people worldwide use English in some form.
Mative English speakers everywhere are frequently entreated to teach
their mother tongue with no formal training whatscever. \With the
Backpacker's Guide to Teaching English, now they can.
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EPA English Phonetic Alphabet Chart®

EPA IPA Chart®

Thompson Vowel Chart’

Economy size package of giant (6" recommended) rubber bands
Blank Thompson Vowel Chart"

Box of colored pencils (eg. Staples)

16 selected paint chips from local hardware store to represent
the vowel colors

Hop on Pop by Dr. Seuss

‘Available as free downloads from thompsonlanguagecentercom
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Product List

EMGLISH IS CRAZY - User-friendly guide for English conversation skills. If you
are an instructor who has avoided teaching pronunciation, this book is for you,
Its pattern-based approach is simple and effective. Start teaching Speaking
today. ESL {Amazon)

ENGLISH PHONETIC ALPHABET WORKBOOK - Companion to Chapter One
of English is Crazy contains over 200 photocopiable, individual sound exercises
to instill the 40 sounds of English learners’ most preferred accent. Basic to
Advanced levels inclusive. ESL (Amazon)

BACKPACKER'S GUIDE TO TEACHING ENGLISH - The Backpacker booklets on
pronunciation. conversation and fluency concentrate the speaking program
featured in English is Crazy with added tools to empower casual instructors
making a difference for English learners. ESL {(Amazon)

SPEAKING MADE SIMPLE - ESL Course curriculum, Tried and tested this step
oy step, 360-page, speaking course based on the patterns of spoken English
intreduced in English is Crazy is treasured by a wide range of English teaching
facilities around the world since 2011, Available only as a printable, photocopiable
pdf from www ThompsonLanguageCentercom

HOW DO YOU SAY? - Dictionary of expressions! A fabulous resource for

authentic English rooted in the 2,000 most common English words. Learmners
LOWE it! Ordered by sound it provides easy access to spelling, meaning,
pronunciation and expressions, WARMNING: Contains adult language. (Amazon)

ABC FACILITATED READING — Teach reading at home. This interactive manual
addresses English spelling and reading comprehension in a simple engaging
process that parents and learners both enjoy. Facilitated learning evokes
confidence, creativity, connection, life-skills, and fun. Literacy (Amazon)

Posters, Flashcard pdfs and Free Handouts are available from
www thompsonlanguagecentercom

For Tips on Teaching ESL explore the
Thompson Language Center YouTube channel
Flaylist: Tips on Teaching ESL
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FOR PEOPLE WITH NO TRAINING
WHO NEED TO TEACH ENGLISH

“As a Language Support Co-ordinator, | introduce strategies
and resources to volunteer ESL teachers {refugee sponsorship groups,
friends, family members, employers, librarians, etc). Your approach works
for everyone. Thank you for your amazing books.”
LAMA JOHMSTON — ALGONGQUIN COLLEGE

‘| studied abroad in Brazil and South Korea. When my peers asked me
how to improve their English | was at d loss as to how | could help. Today | wark
part-time at the International Student Center. Without any other ESL training,
the Backpacker books provide me with easy tools to help others speak English!”
MORGAN BROWN — WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY STUDENT

“This book is the “treasure’ | brought back from Toronto.”
FOZIA JAMAL — QATAR EDUCATOR

“The information in the Backpacker series changed my life."
JUDIT TARCZY — HUNGARY

"On behalf of Army Day Junior Secondary School, Abuja, Nigeria, | thank you.
The teachers have found the books maost useful as an aid in the effective
teaching of English Language. The students are simply thrilled with
the new approach to learning. We appreciate this.”

MANL KWASE — OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

The secret to gre«

Is not in sharing everythi

t language coaching
ng you know about English
but in finding out exactly what your students

need to know and teaching that.
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JUDY THOMPSON, BA, TESL - S TRE

cartification, pronunciation expert, LHJ&GH!N 1‘-'4

author and TEDx speaker dossn't THE COOE

want you to know how long she's F-ee ——

been teaching but decades ago Hapk Bas ot Thres

she r-z-nhz_ed tra-r:ll_'r_u:-nul methn!:is ISBN 978-0-0981°2058-4-7

for teaching English were missing

the mark. She took away the jaGrgon,
grammar and silliness, pored the longuage down
to its bare eszentials and teaches the simple potterns
that are always true, Judy designed a system basic
enough for laymen to teoch that makes pronunciation,
conversation and fluency accessible to every learner.

www.backpackersenglish.com




